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Cancer is projected to become the leading cause of death worldwide, with an increase to 21.6 million new cases per 
year predicted by 2030 (1). The loss of years of life and productivity together with disability from cancer account for 
the largest economic cost on a global scale, compared to other causes of death including infectious diseases (2).  
Urgent action must be taken to prevent unnecessary deaths and suffering due to cancer and to reduce the great 
economic burden and social impact of this disease. 
 
The predicted increase in the burden of cancer calls for greater supportive efforts in different areas.  One of the most 
important is to support and promote research on the causes, prevention and early detection of cancer as a key 
foundation for controlling the disease. This increased investment will complement vital efforts towards the discovery 
of a cure for cancer or transforming the disease into a chronic illness, both approaches translating into higher survival 
rates.  Cancer research findings to date are responsible for the current opportunities to prevent up to 50% of cancers, 
for the 50% survival rate among those who are diagnosed with the disease and for the development of less aggressive 
treatments of some tumors, thus improving the quality of life of cancer patients. 
 
Cancer research still faces great challenges such as developing additional effective prevention and early detection 
strategies, progressing in diagnostic procedures, developing treatments that save lives at a lower cost, enhancing 
international collaborating networks, establishing sustainable funding models, increasing research training 
opportunities, and defining the infrastructure to allow a fast implementation of the research findings into national 
health care systems, to control cancer. 
 
For all of the above reasons, the World Declaration for Research on Cancer calls for the active involvement of citizens, 
enterprises, institutions and leaders in diverse areas and activities to join efforts to promote research in order to 
reduce the number of people who develop cancer and to improve survival rates and the quality of life among cancer 
patients. 
 
With the purpose of accelerating advances in cancer research, the undersigned endorse this Declaration and commit 
themselves to work towards the following goals for 2025: 
 

 Increase social awareness and knowledge about the value and impact of cancer research efforts 
by establishing September 24th as the World Cancer Research Day. 

 Enhance sustainable funding sources for cancer research in each country by involving 
individuals, companies and institutions. 

 Promote international collaboration to enable global advances in cancer research. 

 Provide training in cancer research. 

 Encourage the development of infrastructures for cancer research in each country. 
 
This initiative is conceived as a contribution to the goals of the World Cancer Declaration (3) to promote research on 
cancer and advance towards our ultimate goal: to defeat cancer. 
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Endorsed Researchers: 
 

Francis Collins, Director NIH 

Giovanni Apolone, Intututo Nazoinale dei Tumori 

Anton Berns, NKI 

Maria Daidone, Intututo Nazoinale dei Tumori 

Carlos Caldas, CRUK 

Julio E Celis, DCRC 

Fortunato Ciardiello, President ESMO 

Donatella del Bufalo, Societá Italiana Cancer 

Alexander Eggermont, Institut Gustave-Roussy 

Tony Hunter, Salk 

Verena Jendrossek, ZMB 

Joan Massagué, Director SKI 

Bert Vogelstein, Director Ludwig Center 

Christof von Kalle, DKFZ 

 

Joan Albanell, H. del Mar 

Diego Arango, H. Vall d´Hebron 

Joaquin Arribas, VHIO 

Mariano Barbacid, CNIO 

Cristobal Belda, H.Madrid 

Albert Biete, H.Clinic 

Maria Blasco, CNIO 

Jordi Bruix, H.Clinic 

Joan Brunet, ICO 

Luis Bujanda, Biodonostia 

Elías Campo, IDIBAPS 

Amparo Cano, IIB (UAM, CSIC)  

Gabriel Capellá, IDIBELL 

Alfredo Carrato, H. Ramón y Cajal 

Victoria Castel, H. La Fe 

Antoni Castells, H.Clinic 

Eva Ciruelos, Presidenta SOLTI 

Enrique de Álava, Predidente SEAP 

Eduardo Díaz Rubio, H. Clinico 

Jose Luis Diez, H. Gregorio Marañon 

Manel Esteller, IDIBELL 

Enriqueta Felip, H. Vall d´Hebron 

Jaime Feliu, H. La Paz 

Óscar Fernández Capetillo, CNIO 

Mercedes Fernández Lobato, IDIBAPS 

Jesús García Foncillas, F. Jimenez Díaz 

Antonio García Herreros, IMIM 

Pilar Garrido, H. Ramón y Cajal 

Roger Gomis, IRB 

Antonio González, MD Anderson 

Vicente Guillem, IVO 

Joan Guinovart, IRB 

Manolis Kogevinas, CREAL 

Josep Mª Llovet, IDIBAPS 

Ana Lluch, INCLIVA 

Carlos López Otín, U. Oviedo 

Miguel López-Botet, IMIM 

Fernando López Rios, H. Madrid 

Marcos Malumbres, CNIO 

 Jose María Martín Moreno, U. Valencia 

Miguel Ángel Piris, Marqués de Valdecilla 

Miquel Porta, IMIM 

Jaime Prat, H. Sant Pau y Sant Creu 

Mariano Provencio, H. Puerta de Hierro 

Ramón Reyes, Vicepresidente FC AECC 

Jose María Rojas, ISCIII 

Miguel Martín, Presidente SEOM 

Ignacio Melero, CUN 

Oscar Martínez, IDIBELL 

Xavier Matias GUIU, H. Bellvitge 

Federico Mayor Menéndez, CBM (UAM, CSIC) 

Ignacio Melero, CUN 

Raúl Méndez, IRB 

Nieves Mijimolle, Vicepresidenta FC AECC 

Luis Montuenga, CIMA 

. Jose Mª Moraleda, Presidente SEHH 

 José Andrés Moreno, H. Virgen del Rocio 

Jaume Mora, H. Sant Joan de Deu 

Alberto Muñoz Terol, IIB (UAM, CSIC) 

Ángel Nebreda, IRB 

Rosa Noguera, INCLIVA 

José Palacios, H. Ramón y Cajal 

Atanasio Pandiella, CIC (CSIC, U Salamanca) 

Luis Paz-Ares, H. 12 Octubre 

Héctor Peinado, CNIO 

Pedro Pérez Segura, H. Clínico 

 Rafael Rosell, ICO 

Cyril Rozman, H. Clinic 

Margarita Salas, CBM (UAM, CSIC) 

Ramón Salazar, ICO 

Jesús San Miguel, CUN 

Monsterrat Sánchez Céspedes, IDIBELL 

Eugenio Santos, CIC (CSIC, U de Salamanca) 

Joan Seoane, VHIO 

Luis Serrano, CRG 

Manuel Serrano, CNIO 

Marisol Soengas, CNIO 

Laura Soucek, VHIO 

Josep Tabernero, VHIO 

George Thomas, IDIBELL 

Juan Valcarcel, CRG 

Ruth Vera, CHN 

 


